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2012...A new year...A new perspective. 

We just held our Annual Lodge Banquet and a lot of business was conducted and that much more fellowship transpired. I, along with a new slate of LEC members were introduced and installed. Ten new Vigil Honors members were recognized (see the OA website to see who these deserving members were). We also recognized two outstanding individuals, Andrew McCoskey and Jeff Whalen, with the Founder’s Award for their outstanding service to the Lodge. We also recognized Bill Murphy with the James E. West Fellowship Endowment recognition for lifelong commitment to Scouting, to the Order of the Arrow and to the service of both. We heard from the Supreme Chief of the Fire, Mike Johnson, and the state of our Council and the challenges before it and the Lodge. This year we also had a pleasant surprise in that Sidna Small, a Vigil Honors member, donated two items for auction this year. A Mi-Ni Ci-No neckerchief and flap patch were mounted in individual frames and put out for the highest bidder. Mi-Ni Ci-No was precursor to Hi-Cha-Ko-Lo Lodge and ultimately, Kansa Lodge. These were great pieces of Lodge history. The neckerchief was a silent auction item in which Joe Cravens, Sr. was the highest bidder and then after a very lively live auction, Joe Cravens, Sr. walked away with the flap patch also. He stated that he, “just had to keep them together as a set.” This money went to help defray costs of our Lodge members attending the National OA Convention (NOAC) later this year. Thank you Sidna!

We have a huge agenda for the coming year and seems overwhelming, so how do you get your arms around it? Have you heard the old saying, “How do you eat an elephant? One piece at a time!” That is what we will be doing this year. Trying to do everything one piece at a time. We are looking at our four Ordeals, the continuation of the 6-6-1 Service Project, Section Conclave in Nebraska, NOAC in late July/early August, Fall Fellowship and Vigil Weekend. Wow, what a great Lodge to offer so much to do throughout the year! However, these all take people to run, participate and be a part of. These people are YOU! All Arrowmen are called to be active and to participate to help our Lodge become stronger, to be more resilient and to grow into a Lodge that will be recognized as a leader in our Section, our Region and Nationally.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I challenge all Arrowmen to attend at least one function this year and to take a brother Arrowman along with you. I also challenge every Arrowman to attend an Ordeal, congratulate our new Candidates, learn about one of them and stay in touch with one them throughout the year. Next Lodge Banquet I will have a chart on the wall for our Arrowmen to put their names up, the name of their new Ordeal or Brotherhood “friend” and an item of interest about that new Arrowman. If we can show interest in our new members, maybe they will show more interest in us. This is a grassroots way of rebuilding our Lodge; a way for us to bring our new members in and show them that we are the “Brotherhood of Cheerful Service” and a group that knows how to have a good time and to show our new members that we care.

Watch our OA website as we are going to be rolling out some new and exciting programs. You will also hear more about what is going on and how to get more involved. Stay tuned, we are only just beginning….

Dan Ridder
Kansa Lodge Advisor

image1.gif




